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Understanding the Business

By Roy Godson

WASHINGTON — Democracies
often manifest somnambulistic tend-
encies. One unintended advantage of
the Walker spy case may be to show
us, before it is too late, just how vul-
nerable we are to the increasingly so-
phisticated espionage of the Soviet
Union. «

Moscow's intelligence and espio-

since ﬁl.Seiﬂngthﬂme—

taking advantage of détente — Soviet
bioc countries more than doubled the
number of their spies in the West. In
the United States alone, the number
rose from several dozen in the 1960°s
to many bundreds today. By now,
every third or fourth employee enter-
ing a Soviet bloc embassy or press of-
fice in the West is also a full-time offi-
cial of the K.G.B. or a related service
— a total of 800 to 900 officers out of

some 2,000 officials. In_addition
these “I " — -
tives have ente ted
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love for the Soviet Union. But increas-
ing numbers have been driven to it by
their alienation from their own coun-
try. The erosion of integrity at the top
adds greatly to this sense of contempt
for the United States. If senior leaders
ptovkhdnlmedintomtlontom-
nalists or !
ther their ownr ambitions, why should-
't these down the chain of command
do the same for money or excite-

ment?
What can be done to reverse these
trends? Government se-

mrltywlllmthelpasmm:hasmany
expect.Atightaﬂngoftheclauiﬁa-
tlonsy:tunwwldbeusenn,aswould
a cutback in the number of people
who have access to real secrets. But
these measures would not stop peopie
like the Walkers: Thousands, even
millions, of Americans will stil} have
avaudneedforpropeﬂyclauiﬂgfhn-
formation. ;

We can, however, begin to address -

the problem by making it much more
difficult for our ‘adversaries to take
advantage of our open society. We
should pass the bills now before Con-
gressthatwwldlimltthenumberot
‘“legals’’ that Washington and Mos-
cow keep in the other country. At the
same time, the powers of the newly
established Office of Foreign Mis-
sions in the State Department should
be expanded to te the behavior
of all Soviet-bloc “legals’ here.

the late 1900°s. The exact re-
main classified, but mﬁ Tor-
ner senior officials of the Central In-

mer senior offi
telligence and the Federal

Bureau of lnv%% Vi tion confirm the
fact: Just as ussians were_in-
creasing their capabilities, our coun-
terinteiligence personnel and budgets
were cut and their activities were
much curtailed by legal restrictions.
At the same time, important
changes in American society have

1960's wag, quite simply. incompat-
ibﬁ_ﬁ]:ﬂ_ﬂﬂl-_uw True,
very Americans now spy out of

&Wﬂ
tinue to increase the resources we de-

vote to counterintelligence and se-
. we to do this, in

we have barely reversed the de-
’s. We must re

—and, doing so, must remember that
counterintelligence in se-
curity in fact protect our civil liber-
ties and are not necessarily attacks
on individual freedom.

problems of our cul-
tural attitudes will be more difficult.
Polling and other data indicate that
Americans are less alienated today
than in the 1960’s and 1970’s. But if our

elite continues to leak and reward
leakers, and journalists continue to
publish whatever secrets they see fit,
surely others will do the same.
Changes in attitudes start at the top,
and we must begin by eliminating the
double standards there.

A balance must be struck between
our security and the search for better
relations with the Soviet bloc. We
needn’t give up that search — or in
any way threaten our open society
and free press, But we must begin,
carefully, tosrouse ourselves out of
our vuinerability before we are all too
rudely awakened. ]

Roy Godson is professor of govern-
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